
Yor zwet Jairen gründete der b'tttsc\e lalze',
Schauspieler und Choreograph Robert Poole in
Frankfurt seine Kompanie "Moving Words", mit de-
r-en Stück "One to Foul'er bei der Tanzplattform '96

vetlrelen ist. Robert Poole erhielt seine Ausbildung
an der Royal Ballet School in London und tanzte bei
verschiedenen internationalen Kompanien wie dem
Het Nationale Ballet, dem Ballet Rambert und dem
Scaoino Ballett. Während seiner tänzerischen Lauf-
cahn arbeitete er unler anderem mit Carolyn Carl
son, Chrsropher Bruce, G)et Tetley, Robe.t North
rnd Amanda Miller. Zuletzt war er drei Jahref änzer
cei !(illiam Forsythe am Frankfurter Ballett, bevor er
s ch für einige Zeit ganz vom Tanz zurückzog. Poo-
ies choreographische Entwicklung wurde im we-
sentlichen von den Arbeiten Christopher Bruces be-
einf ußt - insbesondere von deren humoristischen
rnd folkloristischen Elementen. Ebenso prägend
wdr Forsythes experimenteller, innovativer Stil.
Robert Poole örbe itet in vielen seiner Choreographi-
zn mit Sprache, mit eigenen Gedichten und Texten,
Cte er oft fragmentiert oder verzerrl., und deren Be-
Ceutung und UmS€tzt-exle 
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Gesell-
: :haft.  Anonymität, Hi l f losigkeit und Sehnsucht
^ech Wärme sind Motive, die immer wieder in den
!roreographien auftauchen. Er zeigt Menschen, die
s ch kurz zntblößen, sich dann aber sofort wleder
zlruckzehen, um vor de r Welt "draußen" Schutz zu
= rden. Von einer tnneren Unruhe angetr ieben
,:npfer seire Charaktere darur, die eigenen
S:hranken des besrenzten Bewußtseins zu über-
.vrnden. Die Suche nach einem Gesamtzusammen-
^:ng, nach spiritueller ldentltät tst die zentralefhe-
-:rir, die Poole zu seinen Texfen urd Choreogra-
:r ian i^snir iart Sene Ar.nelen sind immer auch
.'cn Komik geprägt. Besonders in den schauspieleri-
::ien Sequenzen tauchen irrrrer wteder Vleine,
'elbstironische Momente auf, die das Gezetgte re-
e:ivieren. Seit Beginn 1995 arbeitet Robert Poole
-rd seine Kompanie "Moving Words" in Berlin. Poo-
zs Projekte - sowohl die Solostücke als auch se ine
lroreographien für die Kompanie - sind vollständig
:albstfinanziert, et erhält keine Subventronen. Das
S:uck "One to Fouf ist seine dritte Arbeit für die
(cmpanie und die erste Choreographie, in der er
.,ollständig auf Sprache verzichtel. "One to Four"
,vird voraussichtlich im Sommer 1996 von Elliot Ca-
^ ar als Tanzfl lm nrodlviert De nächste Premiere
-at "Moving Words" Ende Mai mit dem Stück "SonSS
:i Love and Hate in the City" in Berlin

Claudia Assmann
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British dancer, actor and choreographer Robeft Poo-
le founded his Movrng WorcJs company two years
ago in Frankfun. The group wtll present a ptece cal-
led ..One to Four" at Dance Platform '96. Poole was
trained in London at the Royal Ballet School, and has
danced internationally with a number of companres
including Het Nationale Ballet, Ballet Rambert and
Scapino Ballet. During the course of his career as a
dancer, Poole has worked with Carolyn Carlson,
Christopher Bruce, Glen Tetley, Robeft North, Aman
da Miller and many alhets. Poale spefl thrce yeats
in Willian Forsy4he's Frankfurt Ballet, then withdrew
briefly from dance alLogether. Poole's choreogra-
phic evolution has been stronsly tnfluenced by the
work of Christopher Bruce' the humor and folklore
evident in much of Bruce's choreography is also vr-
sible in some of Poole's works, although Forsy,the's
experimental, nnovative slle has been equally in-
fluential. ln many of his pieces, Robert Paole works
with language, especially his own poems and krts,
which he aften distafts or presents as fragments,
translating theu meanings and rhythms into move-
menL Texts. words and svllables become shards of
sound engaged in an intimate, subtle relationshrp
with the choreography, Dance has benefitted from
ldngudse, and vice versa. Poole i5 also tnsptred by
music, especially Robert Fripp's compositrons and
interzretations of other comooser's works which run
the Samut from expertmental rnterpretations of Bach
to poetic, discnminating jazzhock compositions.
Robert Poole's choreography exhrbits a dynamrc,
energetic style with many angular, wrndtng move
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:rlt:iitl:iilia:i:tu:it:, ments He draws upon these elements to create his
*t;t:i' ":i:ti:i own movement language, an idrom that combines
:jt;t;!lla;*;3 text, dance and theater, The loneliness of the indivt
i:l1;:1,---.., dual in society is a central theme in his work. Ano-
'r,ril.r*ri;,:rl:l;lti:iii nymity, helplessness, and the yearnrng for warmth::'r:r'::'r:'r:'r::': are motifs that appear and reappear tn his dances. ln

his works, people reveal themselves for a
momen| only to withdraw again, despe-
rate for protectton from the threatening
world ,,outside," Propelled by a sense of

inner unease, they struggle ta avercome the
self-imposed hrndrances of their own lrnited

awareness. The search for a total context. for sai-
ritual identitr', is the central theme that inspires Poo-
le to create his texts and choreography. Despite
ther seriousness, humor is never lackrn' from his
works. Brief moments of self irony contrnually crop
up, offsetting and contextualizing whatever else
may have transpired on sta]e. Robert Poole and
Moving Words have been based in Berlin since ear
ly 1995. Poole s prcjects, whtch tnclude solo pteces
as well as company works, are entirely self-frnan-
ced: Poole and his work receive no publrc funding.
t n? -ta.a t tnp t. ts-l tt t< tnnla < lhirr'l niee a fnr

Moving \Mords and the first rn whrch he entirely es-
chgw.s the use of language. Elliot Caplan plans to
produce a film version of ,,One to Fouf in the sum-
mer of 1996. Mowng Word s next premrere is sche
duled for Berlin in late May when the company will
present ,Sonss of Lave and Hate in the City."
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